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Read what is happening at Tembo dorm at RVA.

Happenings of the Saunders Family

This Year in Tembo Dorm
Last year we had 4 boys and 2 girls.  This year we have 3 boys (with a 4th
planning to come in January).  How different it is!  But how fun it is!  And all 3
boys were born in different countries.  We have a Kenyan boy, a Dutch boy and
an American.  Some know English really well and some don't (but are learning
very quickly).  And dorm dinner is alot of fun as we hear "what is that?" and "Is
that good?"  Overall, they are all adjusting very well, making lots of friends and
holding their own in their new school/class (the American was here in our dorm
last year, but the other 2 are new to the school). Ethan, of course, loves all
these boys and plays with them often.

We are not ignorant to the fact that it is our job to help train them, love them, and
help them grow spiritually.  They will be with us 9 months this year.  At this point,
we are still learning alot about "who they are", "what their love language is",
"what their strengths and weaknesses are" and "where they are spiritually".
 Please pray with us that God would give us sensitivity and insight as we
interact wtih them and that He would use us to help these boys grow in their
relationship with Him.  
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Because of the sensitivity of where one of our boys parents are missionaries,
we cannot put in any pictues of him or his name, but you can call him Brad.  Our
other 2 boys names are Daan and Jared.  Thank you so much for praying for
them and us.  

Titchie Weekend

Once every term (we have 3 terms here at RVA), there is a
special weekend for the Titchies (elementary students).  It
starts on Friday, when parents are allowed to visit the
classrooms.  This means that there are usually alot of visiting
parents from other places in Kenya or even other countries.
 Unfortunately, none of the parents of our dorm kids were able
to come visit, but both Jeff and I visited all 6 of our kids in
their classes.  Saturday there are special games for them to
play in the morning.  This year the theme was
cowboys/cowgirls and some of the games were throwing a
hola hoop or lasso around a pretend horse, relay race where
they dressed up in cowboy/cowgirl clothes and throwing
horseshoes.  Then on Sunday, the Titchies "led" the service.
 Eight 6th graders led worship, including Erica.  The 5th and
6th grade choir and the k-4th grade choir both sang and a
special speaker was chosen to speak to the Titchies (with
everyone else listening in).  This year the speaker was one of
our fellow dorm parents (he and his wife have 5th and 6th
grade girls in their dorm).  He spoke about how God is more
like an eagle then an ostrich and he did great.  That night at
devotions our kids were able to tell us every point he made
and it was an excellent reminder about how much God cares
for us and how strong and mighty He is!  

Family News

Angela continues to battle
stomach pain/nausea.
 Because all the tests
haven't shown anything
(including a scope and a
test on her gallbladder), the
doctors now think that it is
irritable bowel syndrome.
 She is on medicine to help
mask the pain and has
been encouraged to eat a
high fiber diet and drink alot
of water.  Please pray with
us that the medicine and
diet changes will work.
 Just yesterday she
increased her medicine
because it wasn't helping. 

The kids are again in the
routine of school. Although
Ethan who is in
kindergarten, isn't always
sure he wants to go to
school everyday.  Once he
gets there though, he
seems to enjoy it.  Emily is
now in 3rd grade and we
are very happy with the
amount of support she is
receiving this year.  Please
pray with us that she will
make some good progress
in both reading and math.
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Prayer Requests & Praises
Family - health, especially Angela's stomach
Family - spiritual growth
Family - wisdom
Family - support is lacking over $6,000 this year with
unexpected medical costs of over $3,000
Dorm Kids - school
Dorm Kids - missing parents
Dorm Kids - spiritual growth
Dorm Kids - parents' ministries

Pictures
Top - Our kids ready for the 1st day of school
Middle left - Trying to lasso the horse at Titchie Field Day
Middle right - enjoying donuts for breakfast
Bottom - Riding the horse at Titchie Field Day

 Erica loves 6th grade
since it means that she is
"at the top of the food
chain". She has a locker
now and thinks it is cool
that she has 2 teachers
and swtiches classes.  She
also is part of "junior
patrol", 6th graders who
help at recess (like if
someone gets hurt or if 2
kids are fighting).  Jeff
continues to help in the IT
department and Angela
continues to work with
ESL.  This year she has 4
students that she pulls out
everyday or almost every
day.  2 Korean 6th graders,
1 Japanese 5th grader and
1 dutch 3rd grader (yes, it
is the boy in our dorm).  It
is so much fun getting to
know the kids as she
works with them!
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